
VINOBRANI
WINE FESTIVAL

Doors Open at 12PM
Wine Tasting 3PM-5PM

Live Music
Czech and Slovak Specials

"Burcak" Young Wine
Moravian Wine Tastings

September 21st & 22nd



Welcome!
On behalf of the Bohemian Citizens’ Benevolent 

Socie﬚ of Astoria Inc. and our 230 members and 
volunteers, we welcome you to celebrate our  

annual Vinobrani Wine Festival.

Srdečně Vás všechny vítáme na Vinobraní 
festivalu  jménem našeho spolku Bohemian 

Citizens‘ Benevolent Socie﬚ of Astoria Inc. a jeho 
230 členů.

Board of Directors: 
Sharka Waldhof, President 
Erich Takac, Vice President 

Jerry Matejka, Treasurer and Board Secretary
Dusan Pristic 

Ludmila Sedlackova 
Jana Tomecek
Milan Uherik

(Jirina Vojarova-Kopta)
Eva Zbonakova 

Vítáme Vás 



History of Bohemian Hall and Beer Garden 
In the late 1800’s, many Czechs (Bohemians) and Slovaks fled 

the oppression of Austria-Hungary and made their way to 
America. Many such people found a home in Astoria, Queens. In 
1894, the Bohemian Citizens’ Benevolent Socie﬚ of Astoria was 

formed, named aster the medieval Kingdom of Bohemia in the 
Holy Roman Empire. The Socie﬚ began raising funds for a home 

for the Czech people in our communi﬚. It was to be a haven 
where the traditions of the homeland would be maintained. 

Two adjacent lots, part of a farm, were purchased on October 1, 
1910 and the cornerstone of Bohemian Hall was laid. Older 

people of the Socie﬚ remember hearing stories of raising funds 
at a penny a brick! Members who were masons, plumbers and 
electricians volunteered their services to build Bohemian Hall. 

These men transformed a patch of Long Island farmland into an 
authentic European Beer Garden. 

Bohemian Hall was actually built in three sections. What is today 
the entrance, was the first Hall. It soon became obvious that 

more space was needed. In 1919, the Main Hall, currently known 
as Josef Voves Hall, was added. The outside Bar and Garden 

were also completed the same year. As fate would have it, 
Bohemian Hall & Beer Garden was finished just in time for 

prohibition, which banned the sale of alcoholic beverages in 
America for over a decade!  Despite prohibition, Bohemian Hall 

& Beer Garden survived. At one time, there were three beer 
gardens in Astoria and over 800 beer gardens in New York Ci﬚. 

Only Bohemian Hall survives to carry this proud tradition into 
the next century.



Program
Saturday

Program
Sunday

12 PM DOORS OPEN
1:30 - 2:15 PM  School Children, Limboracik

3-4 PM Jozef Dodo Ivaška
5-9 PM Pajtasi

12 PM DOORS OPEN 
2-3 PM Jozef Dodo Ivaška

3-6 PM Pajtasi



Czech and Slovak Language Center 
Učíme se česky a slovensky v Bohemce 

We are learning Czech & Slovak at Bohemian Hall 

Chceme, aby se český a slovenský jazyk a kultura staly 
důležitou součástí života našich dětí. Další informace o 

Českém a Slovenském jazykovém centru můžete získat na 
adrese school.info@bohemianhall.com 

Serving to ensure that the Czech & Slovak language and 
culture remain an important part of our chilren’s lives. For 

further information on the Czech & Slovak Language Center 
please contact: school.info@bohemianhall.com 

Manager/Manažerka 
Monika Kovalcik 

Učitelé/Teachers 
Lenka Brinkman, Vera Dvorak, Magda Heller, Monika 
Kovalčík, Roman Lewkowicz, Jane﬙e Parvakis, Dana 

Podzuban, Sylvia Novotny, Maria Vaško, Irena Michalcik, 
Klara Zilkova

Support us by participating in 
our raffle today! 



About the Performers
Pajtáši

A Slovak folk acoustic band, founded in New York Ci﬚ in 
1998-99, when two former colleagues, folk musicians from 

Slovakia, met at the Slovak street festival in Manha﬙an. Andrea 
Levrinc – Valcuha on a viola-contra/violin and Brano Brinarsky 

on a bass/bandleader. At that time, they were also joined by 
Maros Kocerha on accordion/later on cimbalom and by the 

vocalist, Maria Lazurova -Dvořák and later, by the accordionist, 
Michal Salak. In 2007, Pajtáši released their CD, “The Devil’s 
Crast”. Since its inception, the band has been performing with 
the prominent Slovak-American dance ensemble Limbora, in 

NYC. For the past few years, a new generation of very talented 
young musicians have joined the band, Isabella Valcuha and 

Stefan Valcuha Jr., both on violins. The authentic sound of the 
folk instruments and folk music, continues to enrich the 

traditional folk dance performances.

Jozef Dodo Ivaška
Singer from Slovakia

Jozef Ivaška is a Slovak opera tenor singer. His first major role 
was Vašek in Smetana’s Bartered Bride in the State Opera in 

Banska Bystrica. Following his debut, he sang opera in different 
roles (e.g. Pedrillo in Abduction from Seraglio, Jan Janecky in 

Beggar Student, Freddy in My Fair Lady etc.) Jozef performed 
in a number of Opera houses, such as Grosses Festspielhaus in 
Salzburg, Jugenstiltheater in Vienna, the Amato Opera in New 

York and the State Opera in Banska Bystrica. He sang regularly 
at the Isny Opera Festival in Isny, Germany. Jozef is also well 

known for performing for our Czech and Slovak communi﬚ all 
around the world with his father Jozef Senior.










